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From surveyor to the 
finished product, 
construction requires more than 
just a service or material. 
Complementing these must also 
be the assurance of 
quality and above all 


- ++ dependability. 


WAYNE 


Sand and Gravel Co. 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


CATHOLIC LIFE 





~ OLDSMOBILE 


2 Ae to be sure 


CO sae 


a 


oR Svrel 1a eed Se 
15554 E. WARREN 
DETROIT, MICH 


FE JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1956 





On December 25, ’55, the Holy 
Father delivered his 17th Christmas 
message since his elevation to the 
Pontificate in March ’39. It was the 
latest of his many communications 
to an erring mankind. His voice was 
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listened to as that of the Vicar of 
Christ, but as on past occasions, it 
will soon become as that of John the 
Baptist, a voice crying out, but lost 
in the wilderness. 

Too often is the Holy Father re- 
garded as a mere figurehead about 
whom revolves a continuation of cen- 
turies of tradition — or as just a 
focal point of so much anachronistic 
pageantry. Such an attitude is not 
only characteristic of the godless of 
our day, it unfortunately and perhaps 
unconsciously permeates the thinking 
of a good many of the God-fearing 
as well. 

If no more can be expected of the 
non-Christian world or even the non- 
Catholic world, then we of the true 
fold, a good portion of the world’s 
population, should at least listen and 
be informed on the words meant spe- 
cifically for us. But are we informed 
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and do we listen? Are we inclined 
to overlook the columns of print 
reporting his messages as so much 
scholarship fit only for the consider- 
ation of the hierarchy, clergy and 
students of theology? 

Has so much of the rampant secu- 
larism of the day rubbed off on us 
that we can’t shake ourselves free 
of the brainwashing of T.V., the non- 
religious press and the latest Holly- 
wood insinuations that evil is good 
and good, evil? And in discussing 
domestic, national or international 
affairs would we be embarrassed and 
ashamed to explain the Pope’s posi- 
tion on these matters, that is, if we 
knew what tHe Holy Father’s position 
was? 

“Hoppalong Cassidy,” “Omnibus,” 
the easily digestible capsuled news- 
paper communiques on the insidious 
growth of Communism, the moral 
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equivocation of Hollywood’s newest 
output — all these influences have 
drugged us more than the Hungarian 
Reds have the imprisoned Prince of 
the Church, heroic Joseph Cardinal 
Mindzenty. 

George Orwell’s modern classic, 
“1984,” portrays a world society of 
humans, men and women ostensibly, 
but in reality automations. Their 
thinking has been successfully per- 
verted through the clever manipula- 
tion of every means of human com- 
munication and bent to the will of 
the unscrupulous dictator, “Big 
Brother.” 

Are we in this year of Our Lord 
1956 unconsciously preparing our- 
selves to bend to the will of some 
unseen and as yet unknown “Big 
Brother”? Will we be more willing 
to obey his dictates than the warn- 
ings of our Holy Father in Rome? 
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“A divided Christianity is a scanda 


said Father Manna and 
understanding and 


O, September 15, 1952, Father 


Paul Manna died in a clinic at 
Naples, Italy, thus ending a lifetime 
of labor in behalf of the missions 
and their cause. He will long be 
remembered by those similarly en- 
gaged and especially by the members 
of his own Society since they were 
most familiar with the quiet smile 
and wise counsel of the man, 

I will remember Father Manna 
too. I particularly recall an inter- 
view with him one night in January, 
just eight months before he died. 
There was still a youthful spark in 
the old man’s eyes as we discussed 
the great problem of reunion of the 
Christian Churches. 

During the course of the conver- 
sation he mentioned his volume, “The 
Separated Bretheren and We,” which 
had been published ten years earlier. 
Cardinal Salotti, Secretary of the 
Propagation of the Faith, had once 
praised its author saying, “Your 
analysis points up many stinging and 


eure for a great 
ove for those outsij 
the true Fold. 


daring truths. The courage of your 
work will bring forth a healthy real- 
ization of the importance of the 
problem. It is necessary for leaders 
to show the way in the work of the 
Church and smooth the path for 
others to follow in the spread of the 
Gospel. You are one of the leadersy 
in this holy battle.” 

It was praise but praise due to one 
of the few who clearly understood 
that a united Christianity was basic 
to bringing its holy doctrine to those 
who did not know of its founder, 
Jesus Christ. 

Father Manna, who had been Su- 
perior General of the P.I.M.E. Mis- 
sionaries of Saints Peter and Paul 
for ten years, also formed the Mis- 
sionary Union of the Clergy whose 
purpose was, as its title implies, to 
keep the missionary vocation of the 
Church ever present in the minds of 
the Catholic clergy throughout ‘the 
world. Regarding it the Holy Father 
wrote: “Having had the happiness\to 
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witness the success of this Union, we 
earnestly desire that it increase and 
spread even more widely.” And-yet 
as Father Manna realized, its success 
and the subsequent evangilization of 
all nations as directed by Christ 
would be incessantly undermined by 
the ugly sore of disunity. 

Referring to his volume on the 
Separated Bretheren I asked why it 
was out of print and the aged priest 
explained that illness prevented the 
undertaking of a new edition and 
“Besides,” he said, “It is for you, the 
young men, to carry on the work of 
uniting all peoples in the true 
Church.” 

Needless to say this is not an easy 
burden to shoulder but one that must 
be considered during this year’s Chair 
of Unity Octave. And in doing so a 
closer look at Father Manna’s book 
“The Separated Bretheren and We” 
has its advantages. 

Two problems still wait a solution 
in the Catholic Mind: the conversion 
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of the non-Christian world, and the 
reunion of our separated brethren to 
the true Church. Father Manna 
clearly warns that the solution to 
these two problems lies, not in hos- 
tility and ignorance, but in charity, 
prayer, and understanding. 

For him, they are problems to be 
considered side by side. That is why 
he wrote his book; while he was 
sending out missionaries to the non- 
Christian world, he was_ seeking 
apostles for the reunion of churches. 
In reference to “The Separated 
Brethren and We,” Father cautions, 
“More than a scholarly work, this 
book is an appeal to apostleship, a 
brotherly calling to a campaign for 
reunion. Its aim is to stress the duty 
which binds all children of the 
Church, and especially the priests, to 
actively cooperate in trying to unite 
all Christians in the one fold of 
Christ. 

“A divided Christianity is a scan- 
dal; its prestige is dwarfed. It is of 
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ultimate importance that those wan- 
dering children get back to the 
Church. When this is done, and only 
then, will the Church of Christ carry 
out the saving mission entrusted to 
her by the Redeemer. 

“The longer the delay in effecting 
the reunion, the more the modern- 
istic heresy undermining the separ- 
ated churches will cause the loss of 
the fundamental truths of Christen- 
dom. A divided Christendom is a 
Christendom which falls short of its 
mission. The peoples of many na- 
tions, witnessing the lack of union 
in the Church and the apparent in- 
ability to solve the problems of 
modern life according to the teaching 
of the gospel, will turn their al- 
legiance to other gospels and other 
apostles.” 

The words of Father Manna make 
us sharply aware of the causes and 
effects of the disunion. Our separ- 
ated brethren left the Church be- 
cause they felt that Papal jurisdiction 
was limiting their freedom of wor- 
ship. They have since been led into 
curtailments in their freedom by 
more demanding forces — rulers and 
governments that imposed limitations 
for personal gain. 

The unity of Christendom was to 
be effected under the unique direction 
of the Bishop of Rome. This would 
be a decisive proof of the divinity of 
the Church, a magnet for conversion, 
such as it was in the early centuries 
of the Christian era when there was 
a solid unity, with no discrimination 
according to races or national origin. 
This unity was meant, by Christ, as 
a powerful instrument in spreading 
the gospel. The disunity which has 
arisen, showing a want of reciprocal 
love, peace and accord, is a deterrent 
to the spread of the word of God. 

An Indian, speaking to represen- 
tatives of many Christian sects, told 
them bluntly, “go, make up your 
minds about a point of common ac- 
cord in faith, then come and preach 
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to us, we shall listen.” 

Fr. Manna, examining the various 
attempts for reunion outside the 
Catholic Church, candidly says: 
“They ask for reunion and remain 
divided, they foster plans of uniting 
in which each remains what he is.” 

However, the wise old man did say 
that those who are separated from 
the true Church are seeking to have 
done with schisms and heresies. He 
feels they are looking for understand- 
ing and if they are trying to come 
nearer to us, it is right that we 
should go toward them. These diffi- 
culties can be solved by God, yes, 
but by men too. An effort to under- 
stand such problems as the recogni- 
tion of the Pope as the Vicar of 
Christ by Catholics will do much to 
hasten the reunion. 

A problem which is of equal deli- 
cacy and which demands a great deal 
of attention is the difficulty which 
certain national groups have in ac- 
cepting a “foreigner” as the head of 
their church. Sometimes this feeling 
on the part of the peoples of a coun- 
try is the only real factor in opposing 
reunion, An Angelican dignitary once 
made this very clear to Father 
Manna regarding the attitude of the 
English people. He said, “It is un- 
thinkable for us that a foreigner, 
residing in a foreign country, should 
meddle in our business.” He was, 
of course, referring to the Pope 
meddling in the religious affairs of 
the English church. These are the 
feelings that we must attempt to re- 
place with the true understanding of 
the role of the Pope as head of the 
Church of Christ. 

The most powerful weapon we 
have in this attempt is love of fellow- 
man, which is the basis of under- 
standing. This was the conviction 
of the good and wise apostle for re- 
union, Father Manna. 

He was a man who lived the cause 
of his Church, in practice as well as 
in theory. A man who worked dili- 
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gently in the inhospitable Burmese 
woodlands, always ready to sacrifice 
his life for the conversion of the 
world and a Church united under one 
Shepherd. 

“Certainly a lack of true under- 
standing by the peoples outside the 
Church is what separates God’s be- 
loved from His flock,” says this holy 
man of God, but much more than this 
is the pride and the pride and in- 
tolerance which we, ourselves, permit 
to rule over our hearts and minds.” 

In the last pages of his book, 
Father Manna relates the words of 
an Orthodox prelate: “We love truth 
just as much as the Latins do, but 
we resent and resist those who 
despise us, who despise our rites, our 
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traditions and our secular privileges. 
There is need for hearts to work on 
spirits for without love and trust we 
naturally remain distrusting, fenced 
up, predisposed to resistence and 
struggle.” 

These words the author judges to 
be true and amplifies: “The net to 
catch souls is made of humility and 
love.” He appeals to us to develop 
a deeper understanding of those out- 
side the fold as real brothers, to 
study their problems and above all to 
know ourselves and our faults. From 
this basis and only from such a basis 
of humility and understanding can 
we entreat from Christ genuine union 
concretizing the ideal of one Fold 
and one Shepherd. 


Shore Road Grosse Pointe 


PONTIFICAL INSTITUTE of MISSION EXTENSION 


the MISSIONARIES OF SS. PETER AND PAUL 
form the American Province. 


Founded by Pius IX in 1854, its purpose is to preach 


the message of Christ, establish His Church and train native clergy in 


I ndia, long torn with caste turmoil, 
quasi-religious problems, linguistic 
and cultural conflicts, now finds itself 
enmeshed in yet a greater difficulty. 

Ever since India’s relatively new 
Constitution provided, among other 
things, freedom of religion, various 
repercussions have come to the fore- 
ground, spotlighting the lofty phrase, 
“|. . every religious denomination 
shall have the right to manage its 
own affairs...” 

In his speech on April 17, 1955, the 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. J. Burke, Vicar Gen- 
eral of Bombay, presented a frankly 
optimistic picture of the Catholic 
Church in India, 

“The Church,” he stated, “has 
taken her part in forming the intel- 
lectual elite which has won the in- 
dependence of India and is today 
ruling the country.” He emphasized 
that the Christian community is 
recognized by all leaders as an in- 
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; Jealous of her new found independence 
is India fearful that the Church and its Missionariel 
will seek to deprive her of it? | 


tegral part of the Indian na 
that the amplest Constitution 
antees of religious liberty are 
them. 

Some five months later, in Sep 
ber, a unique petition was filed 
G. X. Francis, editor of Enquiry, 
Catholic weekly newspaper encom 
passing some five states, but reaching 
all of India. 

Mr. Francis was complaining 
against the Constitution of the 
Christian Missionaries Activities Com- 
mittee, appointed by the State of 
Madhya Pradish, and purportedly set 
up to investigate charges of conver- 
sion by coercion on the part of mis- § 
sionaries. But the crux of the entire 
question was to pin-point a long time 
bitter Indian problem — the pro- 
tecting of the majority and the im- 
posing of certain disabilities on the 
minority communities. 

To understand this fully, one must 
realize that India is a country of 
varied cultures, religions and castes. 
The Hindus make up the majority 
class, while among the Christian 
Churches, the Roman _ Catholic 
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tians of all denemidiiiions being more 
numerous than all the other denomi- 
nations taken together.” 

In his petition, Mr. Francis further 
contended that the Committee’s en- 
quiries dealt directly with matters of 
religion and was thus, unconstitu- 
tional. This case was the first of its 
kind in India, and it lay upon the 
shoulders of the Supreme Court Jus- 
tices hearing it, to make an un- 
precedented decision. 

In the midst of this hearing re- 
markable incidents occurred which 
caused many fervent Indians to won- 
der at their newly-acquired freedom 
of worship. 

On October 2, 1955, a Christian 
journalist, testifying that no coercion 
had been used to induce him to con- 
vert, told of how he had been “per- 
secuted and harassed,” because he 
had become a Christian. He was at- 
tacked while preaching, and several 
times Police officers had told him to 
become a Hindu. 

On October 5, 1955, at 6:30 in the 
morning, a Catholic priest had just 
reached the consecration of his Mass 
for about 60 of his flock, when a large 
crowd entered his church and began 
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to assault the people. 
rushed to the altar, tore off the 
priest’s chasuble, his glasses and 
watch, and then proceeded to beat 
him. They bound his hands and 
drove him along with his congrega- 
tion into the sacristy. Women and 
men of the congregation were bound 
and also beaten. Another group of 
attackers broke into the rectory and 
looted food and clothing. The parish- 
ioners were then herded (together 
with their priest), to a nearby river 
and warned never to return to the 
mission. Father led his people to 
the next village and reported to the 
police. When he and his faithful 
returned, they found the tabernacle 
had been opened and the sacred 
species scattered about. The attack- 
ers had also ruined the parish crops 
by freeing cattle to graze in the 
fields. A full report was made to 
the State government. 

Even after the Constitution was 
put into effect, missionaries were not 
allowed in Surguja State, and re- 
peated requests to the government 
did not evoke any definite orders. 

In addition, a Jesuit who had 
served 27 years on the Andaman 
islands, was suddenly ordered to 
leave by the next boat. No reason 
was given. Many thousands who 
labour on these islands then addressed 
frantic pleas to the Archbishop to 
send them another. Finally, it was 
agreed that if a priest were not al- 
lowed to go to the Andamans in his 
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spiritual capacity, a proposal would 
be made to send one as a labourer! 

On October 16 a full-dress raid 
upon a Catholic school by Education 
Officials took place. In their im- 
patience while waiting for the school 
assistant to bring keys to open the 
offices, the officials threatened the 
head priest, saying they would break 
into the office themselves. Fortu- 
nately, the assistant arrived in time, 
and though no violence was done, 
eight registers were seized, some of 
which had been confidential. 

Next in point is a certain Swami 
who at various times told public 
audiences that mission compounds 
were hiding places for ammunition. 
Then he accused missionaries of be- 
guiling the illiterate and plotting an 
armed rising against the government. 
He also accused the missioners of 
being anti-national. Although no one 
seemed to take him seriously, never- 
theless his allegations were serious 
ones. 

Finally, for our illustrating pur- 
poses, we have a Hindu Representa- 
tive who maintained that conversion 
of a minor should be made a criminal 
offense. He further suggested that 
all conversions be registered and that 
all Christian institutions have non- 
Christians on the managing com- 
mittees. 

These, of necessity, are but a few 
of many incidents occurring through- 
out India. But let us return to the 
hearing on Mr. Francis’ petition 
against the Committee investigating 
missionaries. 

Mr. Mani, counsel for the petition- 
er, argued that under the constitu- 
tion, no Government, Central or 
State, could make anything or do 
anything connected with religion. 
Yet the State government had given 
the Committee self-confering powers, 
thus by-passing the proper authority. 
Therefore, the Committee was actu- 
ally appointed malafide (in bad 
faith). 
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Because of the absence of the 
words “in accordance with law” in 
the Article of the Constitution deal- 
ing with religion, there is no power 
to make a law relating to these mat- 
ters. Thus, no Committee could be 
appointed to make an enquiry into 
religion, 

In outlining his position, Mr. Mani 
made many references to United 
States Supreme Court decisions re- 
garding religion. He pointed out that 
Justices in Australia and the U. S. 
agreed that it is difficult to draw the 
line between religious practices and 
religious faith. They had accepted 
that there is a complete wall of 
separation between religion and 
State. 

Mani stated that since India has 
given “Preferred Position” to the 
three freedoms (speech, assembly 
and religion), it also follows that 
protection is due the minorities in 
respect of these freedoms, and espe- 
cially since the majority was already 
in a secure position and could look 
after itself. 

Through the Constitution, protec- 
tion had been assured to existing 
Minorities. Indian Christians consti- 
tute the second largest minority, next 
only to Muslims. Yet, through in- 
volved tactics at the time of the 
Constituent Assembly, all commun- 
ities went into a melting pot and 
re-emerged under different nomen- 
clatures. The majority community 
of many provinces became “Regional 
Minorities,” thus eliminating the 
minority element. 

Thus the voice of the minorities 
was stifled and the world was actu- 
ally hearing the voice of the majority 
as the voice of the minority. As a 
result, Indian Christians are no 
longer the Second Minority and they 
have lost all their seats in the Legis- 
latures and in Parliament. 

Mani went on to show that the 
doctrine of “separate but equal pro- 
tection,” results in discrimination. He 
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quoted the decision of the U.S. Su- 
preme Court in the Negro Segrega- 
tion case of last year. 

In his conclusion, Mr. Mani said 
the enquiries of the Committee into 
lawfully conducted schools and hos- 
pitals of the missioners were being 
converted into spying projects. Tell- 
tale signs against Christians were 
looked for, hidden meanings were 
given to their utterance. “Even or- 
dinary Christian conduct was sus- 
pected and watched for clues of anti- 
nation tendencies,” he said. 

In his reply, counsel for defense 
submitted that “the missionaries are 
not appealing to the convictions of 
the people,” and thus, should right- 
fully be investigated. 


The entire proceeding aroused a 
great deal of national public interest, 
was well attended, and was perhaps 
the longest-drawn out mandamus 
petition on record, having lasted 
some 23 days. 

As the Chief Justice clearly pointed 


out, “. . . a heavy responsibility lies 
on us. It has fallen on us to deter- 
mine for the first time in India, as 
to What is religious freedom.” 

As we go to press, we have not 
yet heard what decision was reached. 

Approximately a week after the 
hearing had concluded, Cardinal 
Gracias, Archbishop of Bombay 
stated at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 
New York: “Taking all in all, in spite 
of difficulties here and there, we hold 
that we have religious freedom in our 
country. It would be illogical for 
anyone to conclude from certain dis- 
tressing circumstances in some parts 
of India, that there was country-wide 
persecution, or utter negation of re- 
ligious freedom there.” Cardinal 
Gracias referred to the “sacredness” 
of the Indian Constitution, which he 
said guaranteed freedom of worship. 

Yet, this is a question — rather a 
problem — of national significance, 
and in as young a Union as India, it 
may well be a crucial one. What 
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will be the ultimate outcome is im- 
possible to determine. 

Which way India will turn remains 
to be seen. 
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From the big cities of the U. S. 
to begin a rural Apostolate 
to the Canadian North 





On the shores of the Madawaska Established in Combermere in 1947 
River — a shimmering silver ribbon at the invitation of Bishop William J. b 
that cuts through the bush country Smith of Pembroke, Ontario, Ma- b 
of Ontario, Canada — stands Com- donna House has helped many find C 
bermere, a small village 130 miles personal sanctity through fraternal l 
west of Ottawa and 230 miles north- charity. It was Bishop Smith who 
i east of Toronto. Deep, clear lakes instigated Combermere’s rural apos- v 
and thick, majestic forests dot the tolate. ; V 
; terrain, giving shelter and forage to But if Madonna House is the suc- s 
deer and other animals indigenous to cess that it is, the credit must go to f 
this country. Catherine de MHueck Doherty, a t 






















The Combermere road runs along 
the shore of the Madawaska from the 
village to the parish church of the 
Jesuit Martyrs, whose pastor is Fa- 
ther Dwyer — a priest who has spent 
his life devoted to the mental, physi- 
cal, and spiritual help of his people. 

A quarter of a mile down the road 
from the church of the Jesuit Mar- 
tyrs stands Madonna House, founded 
to augment the corporal works of 
mercy and to care for the’ spiritual 
needs of these people. 


woman of great drive and a deep 
love for the poor. 

Catherine de Hueck Doherty was 
born in Russia some fifty-five years 
ago, into the aristocratic de Koly- 
schkine family. Both her parents 
were devout Catholics. 

Catherine’s father was a retired 
officer of the Hussars, and had been 
one of Czarist Russia’s top diplomats. 
His governmental duties took him 
and his family all over the globe; and 
so it was that Catherine was reared 
in leading schools from Paris to Peip- 
ing. At the age of ten, she could 
converse fluently in ten languages. 

At the time when the Kerensky 
regime was overthrown by the Bol- 
sheviks, Catherine was already be- 
trothed to Baron Boris de Hueck, 
one of the wealthiest men in Russia, 
whose ancestors had been nobles 
since the eleventh century. Shortly 
after her marriage, the Communists 
“appropriated” the Baron’s fortune, 
and the couple was left penniless. 
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Eventually, Catherine and her hus- 
band sought refuge in Canada, where 
because of their loss of fortune, 
Catherine was forced to work as a 
laundress to aid the family budget. 

Later, they came to New York, 
where she took jobs as a dishwasher, 
waitress, and saleswoman. In time, 
she found a heretofore hidden talent 
for oratory, and took to lecturing on 
the dangers of Communism. She 
then began to remake the fortune 
lost to her and her husband in Russia. 


The Baroness de Hueck became 
famous and successful. Soon, she 
had a luxurious Fifth Avenue apart- 
ment, and a rolling, beautiful country 
estate. Yet, with all her personal 
success, there was something missing 
from her life; something she yearned 
to do. 

A good Catholic, a daily communi- 
cant, Catherine turned her attentions 
... and her fortune to the poor. She 
sold all that she had to satisfy their 
pleas for help. And finally, she re- 
turned to Toronto to ask her friend, 
Bishop Neil McNeil, how she could 
better help the poor. What she must 
do to live and work for their wel- 
fare. 

The Bishop advised her to wait a 
year, and then determine at the end 
of that time, if she was still as an- 
xious to give her all to labor among 
the poor. 
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At the conclusion of that year, 
Catherine’s decision had grown more 
firm than ever. And in 1931, she 
opened the first Friendship House in 
the Toronto slums. 

Later, she was to establish others 
in Ottawa, Hamilton, Harlem, Chi- 
cago, Washington, D.C., and Port- 
land, Oregon. Through these centers, 
the Baroness was to become known 
as the friend of the poor ... and 
especially, the Negro. 

While in Harlem, Catherine met a 
tall, ingratiating son of Ireland — a 
famous newspaper reporter who ren- 
dered all the service he could to help 
out with staff work. 

At this time, Catherine had been 
widowed some years. And after his 
constant entreating, she married 
Eddie Doherty . . . Eddie Doherty 
who had won an enviable reputation 
for his work of reporting on the 
Loeb-Leopold murder trial, and the 


















historically famous Lindbergh kid- 
napping case. 

It was Catherine, together with 
Eddie Doherty who founded Madonna 
House in Comberemere. And since 
its founding they have been joined in 
their great work by a loyal band of 
staff workers of all walks of life 
from Canada and the United States. 
They rise each morning at dawn, go 
to church, meditate, pray the Mass 
and say Prime. They live a common 
life in observance of the three coun- 
sels of perfection. 


After a simple luncheon of soup, 
bread, and tea, they say the rosary, 
work hard all day, or pray before 
the Blessed Sacrament. Others visit 
the sick, administer medicine, and 
dispense clothing. 

At the conclusion of evening meals, 
they go to church for Compline, listen 
to a lecture, or study; then they visit 
the Blessed Sacrament and retire, to 
repeat the same routine on the next, 
and each following day. It is a try- 
ing routine, and these workers know 
that the vocation to the Lay Apos- 
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You can build a living memorial to 
honor your favorite saint, or to re- 
member the dear deceased in the 
most effective, spiritually rewarding 
way possible. How? Through the es- 
tablishment of a Burse. 

Perhaps you don’t know what a 
Burse is, or how it works. Quite 
simply, it is the establishment of a 
$5,000 fund to finance the education 
of a seminarian for the missionary 
priesthood. 

Of course, you needn’t donate the 


entire $5,000. You, together with a 
group of your friends or relatives, 
can combine your offerings. When 
you have a total of $500 (the mini- 
mum amount needed to start a 
Burse), you may send it in, naming 
the Burse in honor of your favorite 
saint, or in the name of some de- 
ceased member of your family. 
For those who are interested, the 
attached coupon gives additional in- 
formation and the address where you 
may send your Burse contributions. 
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tolate is not easy; but then, personal 
sanctity never is. 

Madonna House has a dispensary 
that serves as a Red Cross station 
for the area. Male staff workers are 
taught first aid, and the women are 
instructed to become registered 
nurses. Catherine, herself, is a 
graduate nurse. 


There is also a clothing center at 
Madonna House, where clothing 
donated is dispensed to some 200 
people each month. 
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Madonna House has a fine Catholic 
circulating library. There are about 
300 subscribers, more than half of 
whom are constant readers. There 
are 8,000 adult volumes and 2,000 
children’s books, all of them donated 
or purchased through contributions. 

And even though Eddie Doherty is 
ill now, with heart trouble, it is he 
who reads these many books and 
censors them before they are put into 
circulation. He is still very much a 
part of Madonna House. 

During winter months, new staff 
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Missionaries of Saints Peter and Paul 
121 East Boston Blvd., Detroit 2, Michigan 


Dear Fathers: 
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I understand that all monies given for this purpose are used in the 
education of young men for the missionary priesthood. 
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workers are trained. For nine 
months, each one is under the per- 
sonal spiritual direction of Fr. Calla- 
han, or a priest of the individual’s 
choice. From January to Easter, the 
“novices” receive three-hour daily 
instructions on the Mass, social en- 
cyclicals, Catechism, the Catholic 
Evidence Guild, the history of 
Friendship Houses, and the Lay 
Apostolate. 

There is a weekly movie shown at 
Madonna House, to which neighbor- 
hood friends are invited. And each 
Christmas the staff workers give a 
party for the local people, with gifts 
for the children. 

There is a weekly dance for the 
high school youngsters, too, where 
the young people join in with danc- 
ing, singing, and handicraft activities 
with great enthusiasm. 

Madonna House offers a five week 
summer school where visitors work, 
pray, and play on the same schedule 
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as the regular staff members. The 
first week they receive lectures on 
the Lay Apostolate and Catholic 
Action; the second, lectures on the 
liturgy of the Mass; the third week 
they hear lectures by the de Montfort 
Fathers; the fourth, is concerned 
with rural or “back to the land” 
movements; and the fifth and final 
week is family week — where visitors 
learn about Catholic family living, 
and the role each plays as a member 
of a Catholic family. 

Ours has rightly been called the 
Century of the Lay Apostolate; and 
the term has been defined as the 
authorized collaboration of the laity 
in the work of the Hierarchy. Cath- 
olics throughout the globe are ac- 
quainted with the Jocists founded by 
Monsignor Cardijun, Belgium’s Ladies 
of the Grail, Foulliot’s Companions 
of Saint Francis in Paris, Mounier of 
L’Esprit, Peter Maurin and Dorothy 
Day of the Catholic Worker and 
Duffy of the Legion of Mary. 

The Lay Apostolate may have 
many forms, but is generally grouped 
into two categories: the first is Cath- 
olic Action, in which the laity under- 
takes special activities initiated and 
authorized by the Hierarchy; the sec- 
ond are activities of an economic, 
professional or social nature through 
which Christ is brought into the 
market place though not specifically 
under the direction of the Heirarchy. 
Madonna House fits into the first 
category. 

Although Madonna House is young 
and new, it is more than an experi- 
ment in the Lay Apostolate. It has 
been very successful to date. And 
with the Grace of God, and the help 
of Mary, it will continue to flourish. 
Madonna House of Comberemere has 
opened two branch houses — one in 
the Yukon in Aalaska, and another 
in Edmonton, Alberta. Its founders, 
and their co-workers, have already 
been invited to places as far away 
as Arizona, Africa, and Brazil. 
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in Newark, Ohio, on land obtained through the generosity of 
Bishop Ready of Columbus, is this first U.S. Seminary of the PIME 
of Missionaries of Saints Peter and Paul. 
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Did the Communists hate him because of his 
dreadful disease or was it his sanctity 
that they considered a challenge 


to their rule? 


eper / 


The Chinese Communists marched 
into Weihaiwei in August 1944. And 
when they entered the once famous 
resort city of the Shantung coast, 
little did they realize that a contest 
was automatically begun between 
them and 25-year-old Joseph Chen. 
Joseph had little to differentiate him- 
self from all the others of the once 
happy city excepting for the fact 
that he was a leper. 

It was an unequal contest to be 
sure, but one proving that weakness, 
rather ill health, could be a winner 
over a miserable loser, brute force. 

Joseph was the son of one of the 
more influential families of the city 
whose residence stood close to the 
church. When young Chen asked to 
become a Catholic, the missionaries 
were enthused and held great hopes 
for his future in view of his influence 
over the younger men in the parish 
area. They were amply justified in 
their hopes as we shall see, but in an 
unexpected way. 

One day, when he was about 
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twenty, Joseph began to show the 
symptoms of leprosy. Though they 
were small at first, they were no less 
immistakable for those holding the 
disease in great dread. And as if 
this catastrophe were not yet enough 
for Joseph, God’s Providence allowed 
another to befall him. His parents 
cruelly disappointed in their hopes 
for their promising son, banished him 
from their home to let him roam the 
streets as a vagabond. Perhaps God 
wanted his shining example to radi- 
ate more widely. 

Joseph attempted to stand on his 
own two feet in spite of the series of 
setbacks that continually harrassed 
his progress. But no sooner had 
the courageous youth found some 
means of livelihood than God saw fit 
to take it from him. 

He opened an umbrella repair shop 
and then undertook to sell matches 
and cigarettes. Each time, however, 
the ventures failed. The people were 
wary of dealing with a leper, and the 
missionaries could not provide enough 
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trade to keep him going. Both um- 
brellas and cigarettes became luxury 
items during the hard war years and 
Joseph was slowly coming to the 
realization that he would be unlucky 
in everything he tried — that is, in 
everything except piety and fervor. 

In these, one could see him grow- 
ing day by day. He was rapidly be- 
coming a model Christian. Each 
morning saw him at Mass, rain or 
shine, and at the Communion rail as 
well. Even when the Japanese dur- 
ing their occupation began to annoy 
the Christians — and many were 
intimidated by their annoyance, Jos- 
eph continued to attend at daily 
Mass, giving others an example of 
courage. 

When the Japanese surrendered, 
the Communists entered Weihaiwei 
on August 16, 1944, he saw no reason 
why he should change his daily life. 
In fact, his fervor led him to a pil- 
grimage to all the churches of the 
diocese of Weihaiwei, and afterwards 
even to those of the neighboring 
Prefecture of Chefoo. “Joseph Chen 
was undoubtedly the best Christian 
of Weihaiwei” states Fr. Theophilus 
Cansel, OFM, then a missionary 
there. 


It was not long after the Red take- 
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over that the storm of persecution 
broke. Four Marist Brothers of the 
Stella Maris College were the first 
ones to be arrested, one of them the 
rector of the school . . . the Chinese 
Brother Josaphat. In his place, -the 
Communists put temporarily a cer- 
tain Mr. Chao as sub-director. He 
was a dyed-in-the-wool Communist 
and certainly knew his stuff. By 
threats, cajoling and persuasion he 
succeeded in confusing students and 
teachers of the college in such a way, 
that they became effective tools in 
the hands of the Communist lords. 
Chao and this group seem mostly re- 
sponsible for the martyrdom of Jos- 
eph Chen. 

Mr. Chao did not leave any doubts 
about his business: “I am here in 
Weihaiwei to destroy the Catholic 
Church” he declared openly in one 
of his speeches. And at another time: 
“The greatest foe of Chinese Com- 
munism is not American Imperialism. 
It is the Catholic Church!” 


And so it is no wonder that his 
eyes fell upon the leper who did not 
mind the Communists at all, but 
went about his praying and church- 
going as though they did not exist. 
One day in November 1945 — the 
exact date the eyewitnesses cannot 
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remember any more, ‘the Reds fell 
upon Joseph Chen and dragged him 
into the courtyard of the Marist Col- 
lege before a “People’s Tribunal.” 
And the accusation — because every- 
thing had to be legal! — was: Chen 
was said to have been involved in 
an argument about kerosene for the 
mission .. . 

It was the usual scene: The stu- 
dents, worked into a frenzy by the 
“exhortations” of the  sub-rector, 
Chao. They shouted at the accused, 
threw dirt and stones at him and 
whatever else they could lay hands 
on. They mercilessly beat him until 
he could scarcely move. They then 
abandoned him to the cold darkness 
of the night. 


Next morning, Joseph, more dead 
than alive, appeared at the rectory 
door and handed to the Prefect 
Apostolic, Monsgr. Cesar Stern, a 
stipend for a Holy Mass (heaven 
knows where he had kept the 
money!) to be offered that God might 
grant him the grace of perseverance 
in the defense of his holy faith. Did 
he know that his end was near? 

The same day, toward evening, the 
Communists took him in again and 
started the same proceedings all over. 
During all the insults, the ridicule, 
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the shouts of frenzied hatred of the 
teenagers, the leper stood without 
defending himself. Eyewitnesses re- 
port that they heard him cry out 
under the hail of blows: “Jesus, help 
me! Jesus, have mercy on me!” And 
a French Franciscan Brother, who 
was working in an adjoining vineyard 
heard one of the crowd shouting at 
Joseph: “Now imitate your Jesus!” 
Whereupon the leper extended his 
arms like Christ Crucified, whose 
cross he carried upon his breast — 
to suffer new beatings without a 
whimper. 

The proceedings finished, the tor- 
mentors dragged their victim across 
a nearby bridge to the former con- 
vent of the Franciscan Missionaries 
of Mary and threw him into a small 
storeroom under the stairs. They left 
him without any cover, without food 
— without mercy. They locked the 
door and dispersed . . . 

The battle was over. When ex- 
actly the Victor over death and hell 
came to call His leper-champion to 
his eternal reward, we do not know. 
Joseph Chen passed away alone in 
this cold dark dungeon. Jailers ap- 
peared some days later to torture 
their victim once more. But Joseph 
Chen had escaped them. He had be- 
come the first martyr of Weihaiwei. 
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Before the Reds came this was 


the 


CHINESE 


NEW YEAR 


as told to Margaret Ruffner 


Food, friends, fun! With the rest 
of the world the Chinese include 
these three ingredients in their cele- 
bration of New Year’s. They, how- 
ever, time their observation of the 
feast according to the Lunar calen- 
dar. The exact date, therefore, is 
not fixed and varies from year to 
year. The Chinese moreover do not 
confine their celebration to just one 
day as we do, but rather set aside 
approximately ten days to really do 
the event full justice. 

As the Chinese families light- 
heartedly frolic through this festive 
period, they interweave traditional 
customs which are both serious and 
significant. 

Beginning with homage to the 
image of the kitchen god, families 
unite in prayer before him. It is 
their belief that the image which 
occupies a conspicuous place in the 
kitchens of Chinese homes, as a 
guardian throughout the year leaves 
on this day to report to Yu Huang, 
the supreme god. 

In order to send the little kitchen 
god on his way in a good mood, pieces 
of sweets are fastened to his image. 
Then accompanied by two paper 
horses, a dog, and a cook, he is re- 
moved from his usual place on the 
kitchen wall, and borne in respect to 
his funeral pyre, just as the sun sets. 

The rhythmic traditional song 
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which catalogs the order of the an- 
cient customs denotes that greeting 
scrolls day follows the opening rites. 

Greeting scrolls are lengthy mes- 
sages, poetically worded and flavored 
with wisdom. As with our customary 
holiday greetings, these “spring let- 
ters,” as the Chinese call them, are 
prepared for distribution to friends. 
Traditionally written on red paper in 
black ink, the scrolls date back to the 
time of Confucius. The artistry and 
wisdom of ancient Chinese culture is 
reflected in them. Penned by the 
sages of the past, collections of them 
are valuable records. 

Unlike our holiday greeting cards, 
the scrolls are personally delivered 
by their senders. If observers were 
to follow messengers scurrying from 
door to door in Chinese cities on the 
days following, they would see them 
fasten the colorful scrolls to door- 
ways and windows of houses, Mingled 
with the cheerful red greetings there 
would be an occasional one in blue. § 
That particular scroll would indicate 
that the home had lost a loved one 
during the preceding year. The 
greeting would carry a message of 
sympathy, as well as good wishes 
for the future. 

Throughout this time, various tra- 
ditional foods such as soya curds, 
pork, and poultry are prepared with 
great care for family feasting on 
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New Year’s Day. 

While arranging pleasures for the 
living, the Chinese do not forget their 
departed forefathers. Prayers are 
recited, incense is burned, and offer- 
ings of choice foods are placed before 
ancestral portraits, as part of the 
traditional ritual. 

Although the whole season of the 
year’s change is a festive time, frivi- 
olity breaks out in feverish abandon 
on New Year’s Eve, for the Chinese 
believe that at the magic hour of 
midnight, the gods will descend to 
earth. Everything must be in readi- 
ness and everyone must be alert and 
cordial lest the gods be displeased. 

Excitement mounts. It is infec- 
tious. The children quickly sense it 
as they band together to shoot off 
firecrackers, run about and stare 
covetously at the spread of fruits and 
sweet cakes, while awaiting 12 p.m. 

At midnight, fires are lighted and 
communities break out in seemingly 
confused clamor. Families kneel 
about the firepots in front of their 
homes, alternately saluting the gods 
as they drift earthward and prostrat- 
ing themselves in petition for the 
gifts of health, wealth, and happiness. 

Following the coming of the magic 
hour, the children kneel in respectful 
silence before their elders to receive 
the “aged-blessed” money. Then 
comes the climax. The New Year’s 
dinner party is a lavish meal, re- 
plete with traditional foods for which 
preparation has been carefully made. 
Served in impressive style, it bigh- 
lights the celebration. 

New Year’s Day finds families call- 
ing on friends with “Good New Year’s 
Day” messages. The celebration 
goes on with dramatic skits on stilts, 
lantern meetings, and the occasional 
burst of fireworks. 

Although the Chinese seem to dis- 
card their usual urbanity to usher in 
the New Year, they neglect none of 
their serious traditional observances 
in doing so. 
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Angelo struggled desperately to 
control himself. He knew it was not 
manly or courageous for a Burmese 
boy to cry. No, not even though his 
disappointment at not being accepted 
into St. Teresa’s seminary had sent 
him to the very depths of dispair and 
humiliation! And, indeed, it was so, 
Hadn’t his been the very first voca- 
tion to the priesthood in the mission 
school? And hadn’t he been the very 
first to beg permission to enter the 
Loikaw seminary? Then why should 
he be left behind while two others 
were accepted in his place? Espe- 
cially since he had helped gather the 
group of six boys who wanted to 
enter. As the first, he was now cer- 
tain that he would be the last... if 
he was ever accepted at all. It 
seemed horribly unfair! 

Slowly he dried his tears as he 
remembered how his call to the 
priesthood had taken root. It wags 
when, as a small boy he had taken 4 
cup and a ricce of cloth and gone 
through the motions of acting out 
the Mass. It was then that he felt 
drawn to such a life. Not long after 
that, the director had called him to 
his room. 

“Angelo, I’ve been observing you. 
Would you like to become a priest 
of God?” 

And Angelo had been overjoyed as 
he had answered. 

“Oh yes, Father. Indeed, I would!” 
And from then on he was determined 
to be a priest. He was convinced 
that God wanted him to be. 

Later, when Sister Maria at the 
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told to Gwendolyn Malecke 


by N. Bignamini, PIME 





mission school also asked him the 
same question, his call to the priest- 
hood became even more strengthened. 
Not only did he wish to be a priest, 
but he wished to be a holy priest. 
In short, he wanted to be a saint. 


Noticing that some of his com- 
panions had similar desires he had 
even interested them in making a 
schedule to visit the Blessed Sacra- 
ment in the mission church and to go 
there regularly to pray. Two of them 
failed to keep their promise in time, 
but Angelo and another companion 
remained ever faithful. 

Angelo had asked the Father Di- 
rector many times after that if he 
could enter the seminary, but 
strangely enough he had been told 
to wait each time. So, obediently, 
Angelo went on about his studies and 
other duties . . . all the while praying 
that God would make it possible that 
he enter the seminary soon. That 
was what the Father Director had 
told him. 

“Keep praying, Angelo.” 

But the delay was very disappoint- 
ing and soon Angelo found himself 
with his companion, approaching the 
Bishop. He was even more dis- 
heartened to find that the Bishop 
said that he must wait another year! 

Time had passed and four other 
boys had joined him in his desire to 
become a priest. How heart rending 
to learn now that two of them had 
been accepted both by the Bishop 
and the Director of the Seminary! It 
Seemed that God did not want his 
generous heart. 
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Weeks passed and Angelo’s dis- 
appointment turned to resignation. 
Then one day he heard that. the 
Bishop had left for Loikaw where the 
seminary was located. He remem- 
bered suddenly that he knew a priest 
at the mission church there. Grasp- 
ing a ray of hope from this disclosure 
he sAt down and penned a letter to 
the kindly priest to speak to the 
Bishop on his behalf. Then began 
the long wait. Each day he hoped to 
hear from the kindly priest. When 
he’d about given up hope of hearing 
from him, he received a letter from 
the Director of the seminary accept- 
ing him. He also learned that the 
priest in Loikaw had also spoken to 
the Bishop on his behalf. He could 
scarcely believe that his long awaited 
desire was really materializing! 

In thanksgiving Angelo ran over 
to the mission church and sank to his 
knees. Christ seemed to smile ap- 
provingly at him from the crucifix 
there .. . in spite of the suffering on 
the cross. Suddenly Angelo smiled 
knowingly. He realized now why 
God had put him through so much 
suffering and disappointment. He 
had forgotten that he had told Christ 
that he wanted to be a “saint” too. 
He knew now that all his trials had 
been the way in which God had 
tested him for the role of a Christ- 
like priest! 

And so it was that St. Teresa’s 
Seminary at Loikaw, Kayah State in 
Burma had a very promising semi- 
narian back in the early ‘1950’s by 
the name of Angelo. 
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A JAPANESE WEDDING 


Most everyone knows that in the 


past, in Japan as in many other 
Oriental nations, marriages were ar- 
ranged not by the two parties to be 
married but by their parents. And 
not infrequently the arrangements 
were made while the bride and groom 
were still children. Now, however, 
things are changed and in large met- 
ropolitan areas especially, young peo- 
ple enjoy the privilege of choosing 
their spouses. 
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Today, a young man solicits the 
hand of a young woman in marriage 
through a Nakodo or mediator. Gen- 
erally there is no official betrothal 
but in some cases rings are ex- 
changed and the future groom pre- 
sents his bride-to-be with a gown to 
be worn on their wedding day. 

The nuptial ceremony itself may 
take place in one of several places: 
at home, at a Buddhist or Shinto 
Shrine. The rites are for the most 
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part similar regardless of locale. 

But here is a brief outline of how 
they are performed at the Shinto 
Temple of Saga. 

On the appointed day the bridal 
party and the groom’s proceed to the 
Shrine by different routes. On ar- 
rival the young couple wash their 
‘ands and take seats assigned them. 
At a signal from the Shinkan, a 
Shinto priest, all stand and after a 
Teverent bow before the altar of the 
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Kamisama or god, the Shinkan reads 
a prayer for the future happiness of 
the two throughout their wedded life. 

Then takes place  theso-called 
Sankan Kudo or triple exchange of 
nuptial cups. Two Temple maids 
present the groom with one cup of 
Sake or rice wine. Drinking half of 
its contents, the groom returns the 
cup to the maids and they pass it to 
the bride who drinks the remainder. 
The ritual is then repeated, this time 
with the bride first drinking of the 
wine and the groom finishes it. A 
third round duplicating the pattern of 
the first concludes this phase of the 
ceremony. 

This over, the Chikai No Kotoba 
or oath-taking begins. The words 
of the oath written in ancient Japan- 
ese on an impressive scroll are read 
before the Kamisama by the mediator 
on behalf of the groom. It is a 
solemn promise of love and fidelity. 

The Tamagushi follows. It is an 
offering to the god of a twig of 
Sakaki of the evergreen family con- 
sidered sacred by the Japanese. Each 
member of both parties present a 
branch decorated with white ribbons 
to the god. 

Finally the couple exchanges toasts 
with their respective in-laws and the 
ceremony comes to a close with the 
nuptial banquet — as does every 
wedding rite all over the globe. 

Unfortunately, however, the mar- 
riage as contracted in a Temple is 
not recognized by the Japanese gov- 
ernment unless notice is given and 
entered in the official registers. 
Sometimes this added obligation is 
deliberately ignored and cannily held 
in reserve as a loophole in the pos- 
sible future search for a divorce. In 
cases of this sort the beautiful text 
promising love and fidelity become 
nothing more than a well dressed lie. 

How different is our Sacrament of 
Matrimony which admits to no reser- 
vations and under one seal welds two 
hearts lovingly in an uninterrupted 
union with Christ. 
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at HOME 
and 
ABROAD 


by Jobn Keith 


Our first parents were told by God 
to use all the resources of the earth 
at their disposal for their own bene- 
fit. And their descendants today, 
the entire human race, are subject to 
the same command. Through the 
ages man has developed newer and 
finer techniques for exploiting previ- 
ously unknown natural riches of our 
planet and at the present we pride 
ourselves at having accomplished the 
greatest of achievements, the dis- 
covery of Atomic Energy. 
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With its discovery there has grown 
a world wide fear that this great 
source of power might not be kept 
sufficiently under control, its bene- 
fits appropriated by a ruthless, ambi- 
tious few to enslave rather than as. 
sist the majority of mankind. 

This fear was fully considered by 
the Holy Father in his Christmas 
Message when he pleaded for a stop 
to the Atomic arms race. And with 
his call for the outlawing of Atomic 
warfare there was expressed hope 
that a greater emphasis be put on 
the constructive uses of this awesome 
source of power. 


Each of these prepares for the day 
when Atomic Energy will become as 
familiar a commodity as electricity. 
Atomic energy cannot be patly de- 
scribed as just another public utility 
and yet the benefits to be derived 
will for the most part be channeled 
through public utility concerns be- 
cause of their efficient networks of 
facilities. Few if any others are 
available. 

But the general public’s uneasiness 
that atomic energy may not be equit- 
ably distributed may be allayed if 
we but examine the process resorted 
to in the distribution of one of our 
daily necessities, electricity. 

Since Michigan is now the Nation’s 
leading industrial state and Detroit 
its top industrial center no more 
appropriate example can be found to 
investigate than Detroit’s foremost 
electrical supplier, Detroit Edison. Its 
responsibility and obligations to this 
city’s gigantic industrial machine are 
obvious. Obvious too is its record of 
service to the people of the area and 


hence service to state and country. 
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The company’s ability to maintain 
its standards of consistent service is 
primarily due to the fact that sound 
research governs each and every step 
in its policy of expansion. This re- 
search is precisely geared to prevent 
wastage of material and manpower. 
Consequently great effort is exerted 
to discover population trends and to 
anticipate the needs of industrial 
growth for as much as five years in 
advance. This research cannot afford 
to be optimistic or pessimistic. It 
just must not be wrong more than 
2% either way on short term pre- 
dictions and 5% on five-year fore- 
casts. 

Realistic calculations of this sort 
have successfully prevented mishaps 
of over-investment and over-expan- 
sion. And it bodes well that if such 
caution is practiced in the distribu- 
tion of electricity, a like caution will 
be exerted in the distribution of 
atomic energy. 

But as suggested before, atomic 
energy is more than just a public 
utility in the accepted sense of the 
term. Its use will have a revolution- 
ary impact on our society and econ- 
omy, and unless these are- carefully 
conditioned for that impact, neither 
will easily or quickly recover from 
the ill effects. 

This being the case, Detroit Edison 
and thousands of other companies 
like it throughout the U. S. will not 
be able to cope with the situation 
by themselves. Constant cooperation 
between management and the peo- 
ple’s representatives in government 
and labor will be a necessity to in- 
sure that nothing goes wrong in re- 
leasing this vital source of power for 
the use of the people as a whole. 


Such a hope can never be fruitful 
if cooperation — Christian and Con- 
scientious — is not the foundation 
of the concrete reality. The formula 
is still in an experimental stage and 
is not yet fixed but in our own United 
States it is being carefully evolved 
by three vitally interested parties, 
government, management and labor. 


The results of a genuine coopera- 
tion cannot be exaggerated. They 
will not fail to impress the entire 
free world and might even affect 
some drastic changes behind the iron 
curtain. Those lands which we now 
call underdeveloped, many of which 
are mission areas, will be especially 
encouraged since a cooperation of 
this sort will become a model show- 
ing them a way of rising out of their 
poverty and excessive nationalism to 
a truly equal position in the family 
of nations. 

Let us pray then that we may use 
this instrument of God’s bounty to 
the best of our ability and for the 
good of all. Our atomic bomb ex- 
periments have astounded the world 
with proofs of their deadly destruc- 
tiveness, let us hope that we will 
soon be able to counter the original 
impression with one of hope with 
undeniable proofs that we can also 
utilize and harness atomic force for 
constructive purposes as well. 
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AND NOW 


The whirlwind of the holidays has 
left, taking with it the last broken 
New Year’s Resolution. The welcome 
lull after the festive storm of activity 
has begun to change to an empty 
dreariness. One bleak winter day 
follows another into monotony and 
at last there is time and silence to 
hear — if we will — the vague voice 
of discontent within our souls. 

Along with the physical exertion 
and mental detail-herding of the 
holidays was the glowing appeal of 
the Church, stirring in many of us 
a new vitality of Faith. But it was 
Faith sandwiched between Christmas 
cards and Auld Lang Syne. What 
has happened to it now that there 
is time to become immersed in its 
promise? 

Soon Holy Mother Church will be 
inviting her children to the penitence 
of Lent. Will Ash Wednesday find 
us doing penance with joy because 
we are so aware of our debts — or 
will we again feel that vague un- 
easiness: “Yes, of course I’m a sinner. 
I must be; I’ve made lots of mis- 
takes — and aren’t all men sinners?” 

But there is nothing vague about 
God or the Church. Though we have 
been told by Christ Himself exactly 
what we must do, we invariably pre- 
fer to hide ourselves in a smoke- 
screen of petty worries about insig- 
nificant slips of the tongue and 
memory. We become so engulfed in 
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the sight of our own little naughti- 
nesses that we completely overlook 
our purpose in life. 

By Christ’s own words, our duty is 
to love God and to love our neighbor 
as ourself. This is apparently the 
essence of simplicity: a duty we 
check off the examen list with an 
automatic nonchalance, our criteria 
being, “I attend Mass and pray; 
therefore I love God. I don’t violent- 
ly hate anyone I can think of at the 
moment, therefore I love everyone.” 
It is true, of course, that to attend 
Mass and say our prayers is a good 
beginning. 

But our main duty in life, devoid 
of the cloud of details, needs a long 
clear look — and what better time 
than during this between-seasons 
calm? 

Christ’s statement is a complete 
summation of sanctity — and, inci- 
dentally, happiness on this earth. It 
is, in a few words, what the mystics 
have written volumes attempting to 
define. He defines the highest state 
of perfection: to love God with our 
whole heart, soul and mind, and our 
neighbors as ourselves. 

At the end of this statement is the 
basic necessity — that we love our- 
selves, 

This appears to be contradictory, 
for are we not admonished to despise 
self — to get rid of selfishness — to 
give up the self? Assuredly, but be 
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fore we can do any of these, we must 
know ourselves. The goal of self- 
knowledge is to learn to recognize 
the obstacles that stand between us 
and God. 

If, as a child, we are taught ver- 
bally that God is a harsh and punitive 
taskmaster, and this is confirmed by 
the attitudes of our parents and 
others in authority, we cannot love 
God. We will fear Him and through 
that fear will refrain from doing 
many tempting things, but we will 
be unable to trust His love enough 
to place our hand in His and walk 
in peace and serenity, for we will 
not have seen His love. 

This distrust may be dispelled 
automatically as we mature, through 
our reason, through reading, through 
contact with and the warm example 
of people who do know and love God. 
But in many cases the emotional 
habit of distrust remains throughout 
lige, though we may be unaware of 
its existence. Distrust has then be- 
come an obstacle between us and 
God. We may never go to hell be- 
cause of it, but our duty is not to 
merely avoid Hell. It is rather the 
positive one of placing ourselves 
wholly in His Love and allowing Him 
to lift our souls to the heights of 
perfection. 

If we are able to see the obstacles, 
we can work toward removing them. 
And this is the greatest service we 
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can give ourselves, the greatest act 
of love. 

As the obstacles are slowly re- 
moved and our vision of God becomes 
clear, we can then see our own souls 
in relation to Him. At that point, 
despising self is not something we 
have to try to remember to do, it is 
impossible not to realize how un- 
worthy we are. And it is then that 
we can begin to appreciate God’s 
tolerance of us and in turn can af- 
ford to be a bit lenient in our re- 
lationship with others. 

Without the obstacles, our souls 
can be whole and it is with our whole 
being that we must love God. 

All this, of course, involves work 
of the most arduous kind of mental 
effort. It doesn’t take much in the 
way of time, but it does require self- 
discipline; it demands that we drop 
our proud, “Oh, there’s nothing 
wrong with me. All I have to do is 
not sin. Let the priests wory about 
perfection.” 

But if we are so weak that we 
cannot even try to do what He said, 
there can be no peace of soul, or 
mind, or even of body. 

And it is now, during the time of 
the midwinter blues that we have a 
God-sent opportunity to being so that 
this Lent may find us truly humble 
and penitent, or at least on the path 
that will lead to humility and joyful 
penance, 
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Are you one of those generous young men whom thousands 
Missionlands are calling to tell them of Christ’s Message — to 
them attain eternal salvation? 

if God calls you through them, consider the possibility of joi 
the ranks of the MISSIONARIES OF SS. PETER AND PAUL, who fe 
one of the oldest Mission sending Societies of the Church and whe 
work has been devoted to Mission Lands and their Peoples for 
than a century. 

For more information write: 
Vocations Director 


MISSIONARIES OF SS. PETER AND PAUL 
121 EAST BOSTON BLVD., DETROIT 2, MICHIGA 
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